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Jessi Laidler: Skyrocketed from Perth to Finland

It has been only two and a half years that she hasgiaging floorball
but she is now competing already on her second World Cbasigps.
Jessi Laidler is making a rocket career, that includiedtransition
from field hockey to floorball and moving from Australia tmland. A
tattoo on her left arm says: Vi Et Animo, which meanssBgngth and
courage. And you can be sure she is 100 percent like teat.hédped
Australia to B division finals with important goal agstitNetherlands
(6-2) and a winner with Slovakia (6-5) in group matcliies her
brilliant pass in semifinals against Germany breathef@ adione of
two goals Aussie girls scored (2-1).

Jessi, when you compare last WC and this one, do you féledre is
a some progress in quality of your play?

It is definitely growing, we have alot more players, seré is alot
more people to choose from. | think we have about 8 new playets
team, but most of us played together before in the stae. We have
been playing field hockey together before as well. So yealhave
definitely got a stronger team this time around.”

It looks like all girls from Aussie national floorball played field
hockey before...

»Yeah, most of us, that is why we are all rightiesfiéhd hockey there
is only right-handed stick. Even for left-handed players. Mo#tef
girls including me are from Perth. And | played hockeyhwitany of
them. Like Tania Perpoli, who played state indoor with rmaglvith
Narelle Roediger and many others i have played with @inagat
sometime. And Leith Woods, our keeper, she coached me indber
hockey state team.”

How did you get to playing floorball?

,1 used to play field hockey in Australia and Jirg — ourameatl team
coach — watched one of my games. | was little bit agresand
possibly threw my stick, | think | got taken off for being &atbo rough.
So Jurg asked some of the girls who | was and said | sheydthying
floorball, because | was too physical to play hockey. And timenod
the girls said: ,Yeah, come down and try.* So in Jan2aQg7 | started
playing and had my first World Championships in Aprgsthiles)



Unbelieveable! After another couple of months you movedt
Finland to play there in the league...

It has already been 15 months I’'m playing in Finland. itigete
thanks to Sarah Mitchell, one of our captains, she has Ibeng there
for last four or five years and she played there before awdshe has
an assistant coach role. She asked if there was a afymgkeyers from
the Aussie team who want to play in her club team SBa#argo |
took an oportunity to go there, had a one season there andgbiean
offer from PSS Porvoo, where I’'m playing now. They hawvery
strong team, so I'm learning alot there. We have arillerteoach, |
think in the last six months | learned the most | haaeried playing
floorball. Definitely.*

What is your situation with PSS right now?

.We are currently drawn 4th place and we are stilhenSuomen Cup,
knocked Classic out of that, who finished 1st in the ledagteyear. So

we are doing pretty well. We have two Finish nationaygia —

defenders — Paula Jouhten and Anu Peltokangas and with Czech Jana
Christianova in goal we are pretty strong. And the aestFinish ex-
national players so it is hard for me to get enough theees on field.

But it’s nice to learn from them.*

You Aussie girls are spread across the whole world. Do yqlay
international matches between World Championships?

~We have Australian Floorball Open, sometimes Singaponee
across and play and we put in teams from all the othssand then
we play each other there, but it is quite expensive tame
competitions going.”

Did you have a training camp before WC?

,Yeah, we had a camp in Eerikkald, Finland. We were tlogra week,
had a few training games in Helsinki, we played ag&isyantaa, a
league team, Indians and SSV Helsinki, which are botlstiivision
and we beat them. It was very close game with Varftaagh they
beat us.”

You have to make all expenditures by yourself. Can you afford
flying home to play a national team match?

It depends, how important the match is. If it’s AusénalFloorball
Open, | would probably wouldn’t fly home for, if we have FiNations
or any international tournament, | have to see how my figndi... As
part of the Australian team you have to pay uniforms, #igfuiod,
accommodation, everything... Which makes it harder, becausavee



other quite strong players back in Australia, who woulcehaade this
team, but they can’t afford it. My little sister adlyashe is just 17, she
would have been on this team. It would have been very niglayo
with her. But how can a 17-year-old kid come up with knadl of
money? We have a few little sponsors that help us outyéwaton’t
have a big ones like Excel or Assics behind us.”

How much does it cost you to be at the World Championsps
then?

It takes some 8,000 Australian dollars, that’s almost 4,008selt’s
very expensive.”

You have to earn alot to be a national player...

,very much. So we rely alot on fundraising. It’s quite hardus.
That’s where we lose a lot of interest, because so people say: ,No,
| can’t afford it.”

It means you spent all of your savings to compete in the WCd
play for your country?

,Yeah, pretty much. | have just finished paying off thet M/C and
now | have this one. (sighs) So | have to take out a bit of a loan and
by the time | finish paying this one back it will be the tfdsC... But
we pay for it, because we love i{smiles)

What is your job in Finland, where do you earn your money dr
floorball?

,I'm working at Posti, which is the post factory sorting in@hat’s not
the most interesting thing... I'm actually looking to do sometkisg,
maybe study something. At the moment | don’t study, bedaonsed
the money to play. So if I'm gonna stay in Finland, 1kHid like to
find a career. But it’s hard to study, if you play floorpa#icause you
have to pay everything. But it’s good to be in PSS, cénasepay
everything for us. It’s funny how that works: a club can payyaking,
but a national team — you have to pay yourself...*



